
Dear parents and carers, 
 

As we near the end of the first few weeks of Term 1, I’d like to reflect on the fantastic start to the academic year at
Guilsborough Academy. 
 

Our new Year 7 students have settled in remarkably well, embracing the challenges of secondary school with enthusiasm.
Across the academy, there’s been a notable increase in positive incidents and a significant decrease in negative ones
compared to last year. This reflects the dedication of both our students and staff in fostering a respectful and focused learning
environment. Walking through the school, the atmosphere is calm, purposeful, and inspiring, and I want to thank everyone for
their contribution to this positive start. 
 

The Parent/Carer Information Evenings we’ve held have also been a great success. These evenings were introduced to give
parents and carers a deeper understanding of what goes on in school on a daily basis, and your engagement has been
fantastic. I want to personally thank all who were able to attend for being part of your child’s educational journey and for your
ongoing support. 

In addition to the positive atmosphere, you may have noticed some physical changes around the academy. We have
completed the renovation of the Humanities area of B Block, from floors to ceilings and rolled out new screens in classrooms
to enhance lesson accessibility, providing our students with improved learning spaces. You’ll also have seen our vision,
values, and mission proudly displayed around the school site, as we continue to embed these principles into every aspect of
school life. There is more improvement work planned for the coming months, which I will keep you posted on. 

This term has already seen several trips, including our Careers department facilitating a Pathfinders trip, Year 12 students
enjoying Go Ape in Coventry, and three groups of Year 11 Historians visiting Hardwick Hall as part of their GCSE site study.
These experiences are invaluable in enriching our students’ education and helping them build important skills for their future. 

Looking ahead, it’s set to be a busy remainder of the term. We have several more parent and carer evenings and events
planned before our Open Evening on 3rd October. I encourage everyone to take part in these upcoming opportunities, where
possible, to further engage with the school community. 

As we move forward into the rest of the term, I encourage everyone to continue with the excellent work you’ve been doing so
far. Thank you again for your ongoing support and dedication – together, we’re making this year one to remember. 

Mr S Frazer  
Principal  
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Dates for your diary...

School Trips happening this month...

02

26 Sept : School Photographs - 

03 Oct : Year 6 Open Evening

04 Oct : Staff Training Day

26 Sept : Sixth Form Tutor Meet and Greet

26 Sept - 
29 Sept

GOLD DofE:

Years 7 and 12 only

01 Oct Evan Hansen @ Curve Theatre:

11 Oct Year 12/13 Woburn Trip:

16 Oct : Flu Vaccinations

21 Oct Headfest Trip (selected students):

22 Oct Year 10/11 Geography Birmingham Trip:

23 Oct Year 10 A Christmas Carol:

25 Oct : Half Term



If you have a query or a question about your child, please initially direct
this to your child tutor. 
If this is relating to a SEND specific area please email
SENDAdministrator@Guilsborough.northants.sch.uk

SEND
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At Guilsborough Academy we encourage all our students to participate in as many extra-
curricular activities as possible. Our extra learning opportunities offer students a chance to try
something new, develop existing skills while nurturing friendships and broadening experience
and enjoyment.

Our extra-curriculum activities range from an array of sporting and fitness clubs and activities, to
the annual drama production and various musical events throughout the academic year.
However, for those students who don’t share these interests, the school also offers table-top
clubs, IT and Eco club. The learning resource centre (LRC) also offer activities during social
times for students to join in with which include a homework club, puzzles and games, Quidditch
and reading.

The timetable below is intended to give you a flavour of what is on offer to you in the
Guilsborough Academy Extra-Curricular programme. The very best thing to do, is just get
stuck in; it might spark an interest in something that could last a lifetime!

Guilsborough Academy Extra-curricular programme

We offer a wide variety of PE extra-curricular activities. Our sports teams also have regular
fixtures both at Guilsborough and in other local schools. The timetable for extra-curricular PE
activities can be found below. 

PE extra-curricular activities.

EXTRA-
CURRICULAR

mailto:SENDAdministrator@Guilsborough.northants.sch.uk
https://www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/9/files/79F24BC59E469FCD3E13A5EDA29C841F.pdf
https://www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/9/files/7645929CA3F64CD19D81769F9A1A90E8.pdf
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EDUCATIONAL TRIP
PATHFINDERS
Tuesday 10th September saw the biggest Guilsborough cohort yet attend the 'Pathfinders' university
discovery trip. Pathfinders is a programme jointly run by University of Lincoln and Lincoln College, University
of Oxford to help inspire and prepare students for higher education. Participants join two events each year
across Year 9, 10 and 11. 

This month's trip was to Lincoln and had a healthcare focus. Students engaged in lectures about DNA, had
a go at some medical situational judgement scenarios, got to quiz current students, and toured the teaching
facilities which included some amazing dummies and replica medical kit. 

Pictured: Year 9 boys trying out carrying a paramedic's full kit!
 
Miss Hunt
Director of Careers
EPQ Coordinator and Enrichment Lead



On Friday 13th September we travelled to Go Ape at Coombe Abbey. We were divided into two groups
made from the whole year group, we either embarked upon our challenging yet competitive ground games
or the other group participated in the exhilarating high ropes of the Coombe Abbey forestry. The ground
games were competitive with groups needing to use teamwork in order to solve the problems and win the
challenges set before them. This was thoroughly entertaining and required PURE concentration in order for
this challenge to be won. Everyone took part in this fun challenge and walked away with a gigantic smile on
their faces. This was a great task which brought groups together and encouraged leadership and
teamwork. The games consisted of playing a large trivial pursuit, as well as an entertaining and competitive
game of volcanoes and craters.

We then went onto the high ropes where there were multiple fun obstacles. We began the course with an
entertaining, yet scary, leap of faith falling into a suspended large net. This was an exciting start to the
course, however the jump, with a harness on, was not the nicest. We then continued onto another course
that consisted mainly of zip lines that had great views of the surrounding trees and fields, we then finished
that course with a massive zip line which was approximately 200 metres. Finally, we went onto the last
course which was mainly filled with difficult obstacles which again required concentration and determination.
One of the obstacles was so difficult that Mrs Tibbles managed to get stuck, however she managed to free
herself before having to use the safety whistle! Overall, it was an extremely amusing day which was great
for bringing the year together, the staff working at GO Ape and the supporting teachers were a great help. I
would highly recommend for the next Year 12 to come.

Ben and Lyall
Year 12
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EDUCATIONAL TRIP
GO APE



Year 11 history students went on a school trip to 
Hardwick Hall to study for their site question 
for their GCSE. Here's a write-up from some students...

Firstly, we went on a tour around Hardwick Hall, exploring and seeing the history of Bess of Hardwick and
her house. We went around all the rooms, learning about Elizabethan life and seeing how the wealthy lived.
The tour guides were very helpful and told us information about Bess and the house; such as the blue room
being the most haunted in the house and the windows costing half the price of the house! Also, her love for
tapestry was shown throughout the house, and it demonstrated her knowledge, education and wealth by
showing classical and mythical figures and women of power. We then ventured through the impressive
gardens, with acres of land, an orchard and many spectacular statues which helped create the atmosphere
of the Elizabethan era and allowed us to imagine what Bess’ life was like. Bess was an inspiring business
woman and friend of Queen Elizabeth I, and she owned all the material businesses that built her house. As
you drove in, you could see the ruins of her old family home and even though the structure was gone, you
could still sense the character of the building. Overall, the trip was insightful and interesting, and the National
Trust has kept the life of the building from hundreds of years ago, preserving the old artefacts. The staff
were very helpful in answering any and all questions we had and made the trip very educational. 

Eliana, Ellie, Emily, Autumn 
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EDUCATIONAL TRIP
HARDWICK HALL
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CURRICULUM
UPDATE
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE
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GENERAL 
INFO
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LRC UPDATE
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LRC UPDATE
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LRC UPDATE
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Free School Meals are either:
Main meal plus a dessert OR fruit OR water

Blue dot meal - 4 items for £2.60

The value of free school meal is £2.60 per
day, this will be rolled over each day until
Friday, this means any unspent funds
during the week can be spent at a later date
that same week.

Please visit our website  find all the latest  
catering information and view the weekly 
menus.

LINK

https://www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk/parents/carers/catering
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VACANCY

Interested in applying to work at Guilsborough Academy?

Please follow the LINK to our vacancies page to see our current teaching and support
positions.

https://www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk/page/?title=Work+and+Train+With+Us&pid=81
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TRAIN TO TEACH
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WHAT’S ON

The Veg Quilting and
The Fabric Townhouse,
offering a wide range of beautiful fabrics.
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Please follow the LINK
to view the

Guilsborough
Academy uniform

expectations.

Thank you

SCHOOL NURSE
INFORMATION

http://www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk/uniform


SPORTS
NEWS
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Rugby club for all years runs on a Wednesday after school,
4-30pm collection.

We are working closely with Long Buckby RFC and have
some excellent coaches to run the sessions this year,
please come along.

New players welcome…

Mr Woolridge 
Assistant Principal
Head of Year 7
Assistant Head of Physical Education 

Loughborough Lightning will take on Bristol Bears in their first
Premiership Women's Round, kick starting the 2024/25

season! 
This fixture is on the 5th October KO @15:00


